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Rotary Matters: El Presidente’s message 

IT’S USUALLY only in banana republics 

ruled by military juntas where the presi-

dent also directly controls the press.  

But as I find myself both club presi-

dent and editor of our club newspaper, I 

felt a glorious new profile picture was 

needed in the uniform I’ve just received 

from Dictators R Us. 

Joking aside, welcome to the new is-

sue of Rotary Matters bringing you the 

latest updates from the club plus a digest 

of news about our activities over the last 

couple of months. 

It’s been a bit of a rollercoaster ride. 

Almost immediately after celebrating the 

return to physical meetings in the last is-

sue we found ourselves homeless again 

when Taplow House Hotel was suddenly 

unable to host us after all. 

Thankfully, following a few weeks back 

on Zoom we were able to return to Des-

borough Bowls Club to again meet in per-

son – even if without food. Eddie Clarke 

kindly arranged sandwiches for a couple of 

weeks before prospective (hopefully by the 

time you read this, new) member Paul 

Sharples, who runs the Lord Grenfell, of-

fered to provide sandwiches from his 

kitchen. Thank you, Paul. 

The bowls club has now appointed 

new caterers, Emmanuela’s at Des-

borough, and a one-course meal and cof-

fee will now cost £15. Sadly, they are cur-

rently isolating due to Covid and it is un-

clear when the new catering will start. 

Monthly evening meetings were also 

uncertain following staff issues at the golf 

club - but determined lobbying from Eddie 

Clarke has resulted in their return from 

November 22, including our traditional 

festive gathering currently scheduled for 

December 13. 

Thanks to Eddie, Frank, Mary and To-

ny Lodge for all their hard work in helping 

to secure our return to physical meetings. 

Which means it’s now up to us to 

shake off the lockdown inertia and start 

coming along on a Monday. Attendance is 

still quite low but growing confidence and 

the prospect of renewing our Rotary fellow-

ship will hopefully see numbers rise. 

Many of us are also keen to see the 

return of the club’s vibrant social life. Tony 

Lodge is busy working on a calendar of 

events, the first of which is a meal at the 

King’s Arms in Cookham on November 12.  

The aim is to balance fellowship with 

safety, so numbers will be controlled and 

precautions such as a negative lateral flow 

test result will be insisted upon. 

The club’s new structure is now firmly 

in place. The two new panels – Rotary Pro-

jects and Fellowship & Fundraising - are  

hard at work under the joint chairmanship 

of Graham Brunsden and Tony Hill  for 

projects, and Peter Graham for fundrais-

ing. Lots of  work is going on reviewing 

existing  projects to ensure the club’s ef-

forts and resources are used in the best 

possible way. 

Graham, Tony and Gurdial Singh have 

done great work on simple new processes 

for the Projects Panel to give us consisten-

cy and clarity going forward. Gurdial and 

Ron Walker have also joined the club 

council as ‘ordinary’ members to ensure 

additional transparency and accountability 

in the way our club is run. 

Finally, we have a number of 

‘situations vacant’. We are looking for a 

new chair of the Boundary Walk Commit-

tee, a new speaker secretary and the Pro-

jects Panel needs volunteers to lead par-

ticular initiatives that don’t have a named 

co-ordinator. Jim Howles has also deferred 

his presidency for a year, which means we 

are short of a vice president who will go on 

lead the club next year. 

If you fancy one of these roles please 

speak up. On the subject of volunteering, 

the exceptional circumstances of the pan-

demic left us a bit thin on the ground at 

events like the Bikeathon, Open Gardens 

and the Boundary Walk. 

In addition to these annual events, the 

coming year will see us running a prostate 

cancer testing event in the Spring that will 

require maximum turn-out from the club.  

We’ll be publicising the dates of all 

activities as early and frequently as possi-

ble so you can get them in the diary. 

Hopefully a return to normality will see 

the number of volunteers rise – after all, 

it’s a great way of building friendships and 

central to being a Rotarian.  

And don’t forget the year ahead also 

includes the district conference in Oxford 

and our turn to host the Quadrilateral - 

details of both can be found in the follow-

ing pages.  

Thanks for staying the course through 

troubled times and I hope to see you all at 

a meeting or social event soon. 

President Martin 

Club Meetings: 
15 November: 12.30pm, Desborough 
Bowls Club. Speaker: Tim Waters, Alzhei-
mer’s Society. 
22 November: 7.30pm, Maidenhead Golf 
Club. Speaker, Eddie Clarke. 
29 November: 12.30pm, Desborough 
Bowls Club. Speaker: Robyn Bunyan, 
town centre manager. 
6 December: 12.30pm, Desborough 
Bowls Club. SGM, election of 2022-3  
officers 
13 December: 7.30pm, Maidenhead Golf 
Club. Festive party with carols and quiz. 
20 December: 12.30pm, Desborough 
Bowls Club. Fellowship meeting. 
 

Social events 
12 November: 7.30pm, Kings Arms, 
Cookham. Evening meal. 
4 March, 2022: 7.30pm, Maidenhead 
Rugby Club. Wine Quiz. 
10 April 2022: 12.30pm, Stir rup’s Hotel, 
Maiden’s Green. Presidents’ lunch. 
 

Rotary events 
11 December: Bag-a-Bargain (see p3) 
18-20 March, 2022: Oxford, District 
Conference. (see p4) 
26-29 May, 2022: Various, Club Quadri-
lateral weekend. (see p9) 
25-26 June, 2022: Open Gardens week-
end  
20 July, 2022: Maidenhead Bikeathon  
2 October, 2022: Boundary Walk. 

Dates for your diary 
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Volunteers wanted for Bag a Bargain stall 
A TEAM of volunteers will be 
needed to man our fabulous  
Rotary Bag a Bargain stall in the 
Nicholson’s Centre in Maiden-
head on Saturday, December 11.   

On sale will be a fantastic 
selection of pre-loved designer/
vintage bags, belts, scarves and 
costume jewellery in aid of Rota-
ry charities. 

Bag a Bargain is master-
minded by Rotarian Yvonne 
Johnson-Mullin based on similar 
events in her native Sweden. 

Not only will it be a great 
opportunity for people to pick up 
some top quality Christmas gifts 
but it is also particularly relevant 
at a time of concern about the 
environment. 

Rotary has this year added 

protecting the environment as a 
seventh  area of focus and Bag a 
Bargain gives a new lease of life 
to some fantastic items that 
would otherwise just be thrown 
away or languish in the back of a 
drawer or cupboard.  

And buying a pre-loved gift 
reduces demand for more new 
products. 

Volunteers will be needed to 
help set up and man the stall, 
which will be outside WH 
Smiths, from 9am to 5.30pm. 

A rota divided into two-hour 
blocks is being drawn up and 
anyone interested in  helping can 
sign up at Monday meetings or 
can contact Yvonne directly by 
email at: yvonnejohn-
sonmullin@hotmail.com  

FOLLOWING an in-
crease in the number of 
Covid cases in the area, 
the club has agreed to 
adopt some extra safety 
procedures for evening 
meetings.  

At the its weekly 
meeting on November 8, 
after advice from Rotary 
International Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, it was 
agreed anyone attending 
our evening meeting on 
November 22 - and future 
evening meetings - must 
comply with the follow-
ing conditions:  

1. Vaccinations 
against the effects of Covid-19 
must be up to date (that is you 
have had the two injections ie: 
primary and secondary). 

2. Anyone due a booster jab 
has accepted a date for this to 
be done or has already received 
their booster shot. (please note 
this applies to only certain 
groups. See the NHS website 

for more details.  
3. Rotarians and their 

guests agree to take a lateral 
flow test on the morning of the 
event.  

Once they have the result, if 
confirmed positive for Covid 
they should cancel their attend-
ance at the event through Mike 
Holness.  

If the result is negative 
and you register it with 
the NHS at https://
www.gov.uk/report-
covid19-result you will be 
sent a notification text to 
your phone.  

Alternatively, you 
should take a photo on 
your phone of the negative 
test result and bring it 
with you. A supply of lat-
eral flow test kits are 
available from local phar-
macists free of charge. 

Club secretary 
Frank Knowles, who is 
also responsible for health 
and safety, said: “I know 

that this is an extra layer of pro-
cedure, but we believe that this 
is the responsible way to ensure 
we can have confidence in a 
level of reasonable safety at the 
dinner on November 22.  

“This procedure will be ap-
plied to all evening functions 
until we are told it is no longer 
necessary.” 

Rotary Matters: Club  News 

Extra precautions for 
our evening meetings 
Covid jabs and negative lateral flow tests required for safety of all 

Apologies  

needed if 

you aren’t 

attending  

FOLLOWING the 
appointment of 
new caterers at the 
Bowling Club, we 
have agreed new 
arrangements to 
resume a meal at 
our lunchtime 
meetings.  

A main course 
plus coffee will 
now cost £15, 
which also in-
cludes room hire. 

The new cater-
ers used to run  
Emmanuela’s Ital-
ian Restaurant in 
Bridge Avenue, 
which they had to 
close due to Covid
-19.  They are now 
‘Emmanuela’s at 
Desborough’, the 
club’s full time 
caterers. 

Unfortunately 
they are currently 
isolating due to 
Covid but will  
return in a week or 
so. When things 
are back to normal 
we will have to 
confirm numbers 
eating by 1pm on 
the Friday before 
the Monday lunch.  

We will as-
sume members are 
coming to the 
meeting unless 
they apologise for 
absence by the cut
-off time.   

This means 
secretary Frank 
needs apologies 
for a Monday 
meeting  by 12pm 
on Fridays.   

Those who 
have given a long- 
term apology do 
not need to contact 
Frank unless in-
tending to come so 
we can get the ca-
tering numbers 
right. Any meal 
we order we must 
pay for. 

mailto:yvonnejohnsonmullin@hotmail.com
mailto:yvonnejohnsonmullin@hotmail.com
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result%20C:/Users/Amel/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result%20C:/Users/Amel/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result%20C:/Users/Amel/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Dreaming spires provide 
backdrop to conference 
Co-ordinator wants to hear from members interested in attending  the 2022 event   

IN DAYS gone by District Conference 
was one of the highlights of our Club’s 
Rotary year, writes Eddie Clarke.  

It was an opportunity for us to be 
inspired by internationally known 
speakers, meet fellow Rotarians and, 
above all, spend some social time with 
our own members getting to know them 
so much better. 

I am trying to organise a party from 
our club to next year’s at the King’s 
Centre, Oxford, from March 18-20.  

When District Governor Karen Eve-
leigh came to speak to us recently I was 
struck by her enthusiasm and would 
very much like to support her. Another 
reason for me wishing to go is that our 
Rotary scholar Maria Gargiulo will be 
attending with all the Rotary Scholars.  

 Speakers will include Hannah In-
gram-Moore from the Captain Tom 
foundation; Professor Dame Sarah Gil-
bert, the co-creator of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine; Louise Richard-
son, Oxford University Vice-
Chancellor; and Gert-Jan van Doom-

melen from the End Plastic Soup cam-
paign. 

On the social side there is a Friday 
night dinner theatre and on Saturday a 
St Patrick's dinner with guest speakers 
at Keble College. Running throughout 
the day on Friday will be the Young 
Rotary Technology Tournament.  

And there is also the great universi-
ty city of Oxford to enjoy and explore.  

A full delegate fee of £75 gives ac-
cess to the conference on Friday and 
Saturday. It includes a buffet lunch both 
days and tea/coffee and biscuits during 
the intervals. A one-day fee of £55 
gives full access to the conference on 
Friday or Saturday. It also includes 
lunch and tea/coffee and biscuits.  

While easily reached by car, Oxford 
is not car-friendly, so the best option on 
a daily basis would be to use park-and-
ride. Eileen and I will be staying for two 
nights and I hope to organise a group 
from the club. 

On the hotel front Keble College is 
doing a conference deal - bed-and-

breakfast with a double room at £115 
per night and a single £85. This seems 
the most competitive. The rooms look 
okay and have the advantage of being 
right in the city centre.  

The Holiday Inn has a standard dou-
ble room at £123 plus £10 breakfast, an 
executive room is £147 per night, plus 
£10 for breakfast. The Mercure Oxford 
Eastgate has a slightly upmarket classic 
double room for £160, again plus £10 
for breakfast. 

As your conference coordinator, my 
aim is to get some idea of interest from 
the club. Once I have that, we can come 
to a consensus of what conference ses-
sions and social events we would like to 
attend. At previous conferences our club 
has often done its own thing in the eve-
nings, such as going out for dinner  

The conference website has full de-
tails of all the options available to dele-
gates at:  https://
www.rotary1090conference.org 

The first step is to express your in-
terest to me and I will take it from there. 

Rotary Matters: District Conference 2022 

https://www.rotary1090conference.org/
https://www.rotary1090conference.org/
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AFTER five years at 
the helm of the Bound-
ary Walk, Jim Howles 
has decided it is time 
to hand over leader-
ship of the club’s best 
known and longest-
running event. 

This year saw the 
40th anniversary of the 
walk. It is now a joint 
project with Maiden-
head Bridge Rotary 
Club which provides 
logistic support and 
many volunteers.  

But the chair has 
traditionally been a 
member of Maiden-
head Rotary Club, 
which started the event 
in its current form in 
1982. 

 The chair will 
head up an experi-
enced committee, of 
which Jim will remain 
a member to support 
them with his 
knowledge and experi-
ence. 

Next year’s event 
takes place on Sunday, 
October 2, but plan-
ning begins in the new 
year. If you would like 
to know more about 
this important role 
please speak to presi-
dent Martin or Jim.  

Boundary 

Walk lead 

required 

Rotary Matters: Situations Vacant 

Your chance to be 
our next president 

AS MANY members will be 
aware, the club now has a va-
cancy for the position of presi-
dent elect for the rest of this 
Rotary year, who will then  
assume the role of president  
in July for the Rotary year  
2021-22. 

All members of the club 
are invited to put themselves 
forward for the position. It’s a 
great opportunity to develop a 
detailed knowledge of how the 
club and wider Rotary works in 
advance of taking on the role of 
president. 

Under the new club struc-
ture the president-elect is a kind 
of ‘minister without portfolio’ 
ready to step in to support and 
deputise for the president when 
necessary.  

But they are also able to 
head up specially formed com-
mittees to address particular 
issues that may arise in the club 
- as current president Martin did 
with the club restructure during 
his time as president elect. 

And of course the role is 
also about preparing for the job 
of president in the 2022-23  
Rotary year. 

This is a chance to lead the 
club, help shape its direction, 
use your existing skills and 
develop new ones. But what 
exactly does being president 
involve?  

Thankfully, we have a 
handy ‘job description’ outlin-
ing what is required. The presi-
dents will: 

 Be a ‘visionary’ and represent 
the club externally and to other 
organisations to help promote 
the club and take it forward to 
meet and develop its goals. 

 Sustain and grow the club’s 
membership. 

 Implement successful projects that address the needs 
of our community and those in other countries. 

 Support The Rotary Foundation through the club’s 
programme participation and financial contributions. 

 Help develop future leaders 
capable of serving in Rotary 
beyond the club level. 

 Implement and continually 
evaluate the club’s goals for 
their year in office, ensuring 
all club members are involved 
and kept fully informed. 

 Ensure each committee has 
defined goals, encourage 
communication between com-
mittee chairs and conduct 
periodic reviews of committee 
activities, goals, and expendi-
ture. 

 Develop and set annual 
goals aligned with the club’s 
long-range goals. 

At first glance this may 
seem a bit daunting. But re-
member, the president has lots 
of support. This comes from 
the president elect, the chair-
men of the committees, where 
much of the work is done, a 
very able and effective club 
council and not to mention 
individual club members. 

Current president Martin 
Trepte explained: “As presi-
dent, you get to appreciate 
fully the great work done by 
Rotarians through our com-
mittees by monitoring and 
sharing the many initiatives 
and events the club is  
involved it.  

“It is a great privilege to 
serve the club first as presi-
dent elect than as president 
and there is plenty of support 
and help from the committee 
chairs and other members of 
the club, many of whom have 
been past presidents them-
selves.” 

For succession planning 
and continuity the club would 
ideally like to have people 

lined up for the roles of  president and president elect 
for a least the next two years. 

If you are interested in stepping up please speak 
to president Martin who will be happy to talk more 
about the roles. 

A great opportunity to fully appreciate the work done by Rotary 

Speaker 

secretary 

wanted 
THE club also needs a 
new permanent speak-
er secretary to take 
over from Janet Perry.  

We have a pro-
gramme through until 
the end of December 
but whoever takes over 
needs to book the 
speakers from January 
onwards.  

Janet has a list of 
potential speakers to 
start them off. To find 
out more please ask 
Janet or President 
Martin. 
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Rotary Matters: Club News  

Boundary Walk nets 
£15k for 39 charities 

ALMOST £15,000 was raised for 39 
different charities by walkers taking 
part in the 40 th Rotary Club Boundary 
Walk in October. 

 More than 350 participants stepped 
out in aid of their favourite causes for 
the annual sponsored walk.  

While most completed the tradition-
al 13-mile circular route around the 
town, others followed a new 5km family 
route introduced this year to ensure the 
event was accessible to walkers of all 
ages and abilit ies. 

 The highest single amount of spon-
sorship was £2,500, raised by a 55-
strong team led by Maidenhead Rotary 
Club member  Gurdip Bahra in aid of 
the Makindhu Dental Project, which 
provides vital dentistry to a rural  
community in Kenya.  

 The event is based on the tradition 
of ‘beating the bounds’, a walk around 
the boundary of the old Maidenhead 
borough which dates back to the town 
being given its charter in 1582. 

It is organised jointly by the Rotary 
Club of Maidenhead and Rotary Club of 
Maidenhead Bridge which together de-
ployed nearly 60 volunteers to man 
checkpoints and marshal road crossings 
along the route. 

 This year saw the Boundary Walk 
return to business as usual after being 

held in a special ‘bubble’ format last 
year due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Event chairman Jim Howles said: 
“Despite the number of walkers being 
down, which we think is due to people 
still being cautious after lockdown, the 
amount raised for good causes was ab-

solutely fantastic and up there with 
some of our busiest years.” 

Fellow organiser Lisa Hunter added: 
“It was really wonderful to be back for 
our 40 th anniversary and to see the hap-
py, smiling faces of those taking part.” 

 Maidenhead MP Theresa May once 
again joined walkers for the start of the 
walk, along with Royal Borough Mayor, 
Cllr John Story, and Rotary district gov-
ernor Karen Eveleigh.  

They walked the first section of the 
route up to Maidenhead Bridge with the 
two Rotary Club presidents, Nas Parkes 
and Martin Trepte. 

Mrs May said: “It’s great to see the 
Boundary Walk back to normal. It is 
such an important feature of the Maid-
enhead year. It’s lovely to see so many 
people coming along and participating.  

“It’s really important people are out 
raising money for charities as they have 
found it really difficult during the pan-
demic as many fundraising events have 
not been able to take place.” 

More than 350 participants step out for good causes at 40th anniversary event 

Maidenhead MP and former prime minister Theresa May joins participants for the start of the Boundary Walk. 

 ‘It’s really important 
people are out raising 

money for charity’  
 - Theresa May, MP 
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Rotary Matters: Boundary Walk in pictures 

Lots of walkers took their four-legged 

friends along for some great exercise. 

Gurdip Bahra, whose group raised £2,500. 

More than 350 walkers took part this year. 

A group celebrates finishing the walk. Volunteers registered the walkers and marshalled the event. 

All smiles at the end. 
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Rotary Matters: Events News 

The Open Gardens  
Weekend to grow 
even more in 2022 

THE organisers of this summer’s 
Maidenhead Open Gardens Week-
end are planning an even bigger 
event in 2022 after raising more 
than double their fundraising tar-
get in their first year. 

Held on the last weekend in 
June, this year’s event saw a total 
of £6,473 raised for charities in-
cluding Dementia Research, 
Thames Hospice and Maidenhead 
Blind Club.  

All 600 tickets sold out and 
additional funds were raised from 
the sale of refreshments and plants 
at some of the 24 gardens taking 
part. 

Organisers from Maidenhead 
Rotary Club are now looking to 

expand next year’s event, due to 
be held on June 25-26, to include 
more gardens and raise even more 
money for good causes. 

They want to hear from the 
owners of gardens in the Maiden-
head area prepared to open their 
gates for a weekend celebrating  
gardening, tea, cakes and our  
community. Also being sought are 
more charity partners which might 
like to get involved. 

Organiser Janet Perry said: 
“We are delighted by the success 
of this year’s Open Gardens  
Weekend as a new event for Maid-
enhead and want to build on that 
for next year. 

“As well as new gardens, 

we’re looking for new charity  
partners to come on board that can 
bring along some volunteers to 
help in particular clusters of gar-
dens – for example at this year’s 
event Thames Hospice supported 
the Fisheries Residents Associa-
tion which raised £1,200 for the 
charity. 

“This is a great way to help us 
expand the Open Gardens Week-
end, and raise both significant 
funds and the profile of your  
charity.”  

If you are a garden owner or 
charity interested in being in-
volved in next year’s event please 
email  janet_perry@btinternet.com
for more information. 

Organisers plan to build on great success of this year’s first event 

Santa run 

help call 

Club to 

take over 

prostate 

screening  

THE club has 
agreed to take over 
the running of a 
prostate cancer 
screening event in 
the Spring. 

Organisation of 
the annual event, 
which usually sees 
about 400 men 
screened for the 
condition, has pre-
viously been run by 
Maidenhead Lions 
but will now alter-
nate between the 
two clubs on an 
annual basis. 

Initial planning 
for the project has 
begun, led  by Ro-
tarian Sean Egan 
supported by Frank  
Knowles, Mary 
Spinks and Martin 
Trepte. 

The event will 
be run in partner-
ship with a charity, 
The Graham Ful-
ford Charitable 
Trust, which will 
provide the experts 
needed to adminis-
ter the tests.  

A date is yet to 
be set for the event, 
which will is ex-
pected to be held at 
Maidenhead town 
hall and will  need 
the support of the 
whole club. 

MARLOW’s three 
Rotary clubs need 
help to marshal their 
Santa fun run which 
takes place on Sun-
day, December 5.  

Volunteers will 
be needed for about 
three hours. Email 
Richard Hockly at 
richard9064@ 
hotmail.co.uk to 
volunteer. 

mailto:janet_perry@btinternet.com
mailto:richard9064@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:richard9064@hotmail.co.uk
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A river runs through it 
Team working hard to finalise programme for Thames-themed 2022 Quadrilateral 

Rotary Matters: Quadrilateral 2022 

IT WILL have been three years since the last Quadrilateral was 
held in Tivoli. Thanks to the pandemic, the following two Quad-
rilaterals planned for Bonn and St Cloud had to be cancelled.  

So, when Maidenhead Rotary Club hosts the 2022 event in 
May next year the aim is a relaxed and fun weekend to allow the 
renewal of friendships and the sharing Rotary fellowship.  

With this in mind, the organising committee has drawn up 
an informal programme which, while it does include a gala din-
ner, does not require a black tie dress code.  

For those who may not know, the 
Quadrilateral is an annual gathering of the 
four twinned Rotary clubs of Maidenhead, 
Bonn, Tivoli and St Cloud, hosted by each 
club in rotation in the UK, Germany, Italy 
and France.  

The tradition has been an annual fix-
ture of our Rotary calendar since the 1950s.  

The theme for the 2022 Quadrilateral 
here in the UK is the rich heritage of the 
River Thames which runs through Maiden-
head and the surrounding area.  

The weekend, based at the Compleat 
Angler Hotel next to the Thames in Marlow, begins on Thurs-
day, May 26, with registration followed by reception drinks and 
a gala dinner. 

Activities the next day, Friday, May 27, start with a regatta-
themed river cruise direct from the hotel aboard the MV Geor-
gian with lunch served on board and music provided by the 
Geoff Hiscott jazz band. 

We will return in sufficient time for visitors to relax and 
explore Marlow before the evening entertainment.  

This takes place just across the road from the hotel at Mar-
low Rowing Club which will provide the venue for supper and 

fellowship, with entertainment supplied by solo artist Jan  
Robinson. 

Saturday, May 28, sees a number of different options for 
free time. These will be: 

 A bus to London for shopping and sight-seeing 

 Play a round at Temple Golf club 

 A tour of Cliveden Gardens and lunch in the Orangery 
Cafe 

 A guided tour of Henley town and a 
pub lunch. 

Saturday evening sees one of the most 
popular and enduring Quadrilateral activi-
ties -  dinner parties hosted at Rotarians’ 
homes.  

The final day of the weekend, on Sun-
day, May 29, features a farewell brunch a 
short bus ride from the hotel at Bisham Ab-
bey, providing a picturesque closing venue.  

Quadrilateral committee chair Eddie 
Clarke urged all club members to put the 
dates in their diary and take part in as much 

of the weekend as possible. He said: “The committee has 
worked really hard to put together a great programme for a fun 
and relaxed return of the Quadrilateral in some fantastic venues.  

“We’ve been meeting since the mid-50s and sharing interna-
tional friendships - but Covid-19 has meant that by May we will 
have been  unable to meet for three years.  

“All the activities are local so we will have even more op-
portunities to renew our friendships and make new ones.” 

He added: “For the Quadrilateral to be a success we need a 
total club commitment, so I ask everyone to get behind the com-
mittee’s efforts to help make it a huge success.” 

 
‘We need total club 

commitment to 
make the Quad a 
success’ - Eddie 

Clarke 
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MEMBERS are re-
minded they can 
support our Rotary 
Club of Maidenhead 
Charity Account by 
raising free dona-
tions when they shop 
online through using 
charity shopping 
website easyfund-
raising.  

The lead up to 
Christmas is a great 
time to support us 
and help ensure this 
year means more 
funds for the club.  

It's simple and 
only takes two 
minutes to join. 
Plus, for a limited 
time only, once 
you've raised your 
first £15 - easyfund-
raising will match 
it.  

You can sign up 
quickly and easily 
online at https://
www.easyfundraisin
g.org.uk/ 

Using easyfund-
raising turns online 
shopping into free 
donations for your 
favourite cause.  

Just start your 
online shopping first 
at easyfundraising, 
then shop as normal.  

Retailers will 
then make a small 
donation to say 
‘thank you’. There 
are over 6,095 retail-
ers to choose from - 
including Boots, 
M&S, John Lewis 
and Tesco.  

So far it has 
raised more than 
£35 million for thou-
sands of community 
groups, sports 
clubs, schools, 
and small and large 
charities across the 
UK. The Rotary 
Club of Maidenhead 
is a registered chari-
ty in England and 
Wales, no: 1025051. 

Great way 

to raise 

extra cash 

for club 

Rotary Matters: Club News 

A MEMBER of Maidenhead Rotary Club has com-
pleted a gruelling nine-day cycle ride from Lands 
End to John O’Groats in aid of a cancer charity.  

Rotarian Sean Egan cycled an average of 110 
miles a day, climbing 54,000ft, as he rode from one 
end of the UK to the other from September 4-12. 

He was one of 900 cyclists taking part in the 
Deloitte Ride Across Britain, an annual event held 
since 2011 with participants all raising money for 
their own charities. 

With gift aid included Sean’s efforts raised more 
than £2,600 for Maggie’s, an Oxford-based charity 
that supports cancer sufferers and their families.  

Cyclists were supported with baggage transport-
ed to overnight base camps in Okehampton, Bath, 
Ludlow, Haydock, Carlisle, Edinburgh, Bellabeg, 

Bonar Bridge where meals and a tent to sleep in 
were provided. 

Sean, who gave an entertaining illustrated talk 
to the club about his adventure on November 8, said: 
“I did the event with a friend who was raising funds 
for Macmillan. It was an experience.  

“The weather was great in England, then poor in 
Scotland.  There was lots of camaraderie between 
the cyclists and we saw some great scenery in the 
UK. 

“The cycling took its toll on the body as to be 
expected - some days were glorious, others gruel-
ling!” 

Sean can still be sponsored until the end of No-
vember at: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
SeanEgan3 

Rotarian Sean’s Lands End to John O’Groats cycle raises £2,600 

Epic ride  

aids cancer 

charity 

The gruelling route passed through some amazing scenery as it traversed the UK. 

Journey’s End. Sean at John O’Groats. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SeanEgan3
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SeanEgan3
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Colt of the Year benefits 
from Rotarian’s legacy 

A RISING star at Boyne Hill Cricket Club is the first to be 
honoured under a new scheme in memory of a Maidenhead 
Rotarian.  

Devansh Bikhan, aged 17, has been named Colt of the 
Year at the club and received a shield and £100 bursary for 
specialist training thanks to a legacy from former Maidenhead 
Rotary Club president Ramesh Kapur.  

Devash, who is studying for A-levels at Desborough 
School, has played at the club since 2016 and won the acco-
lade at the end of a season that has seen him support younger 
cricketers, captain a youth team and even play for the club ’s 
first XI. 

“I’m delighted to have been chosen,” said Devash. “I have 
been very interested in cricket since I was very young. My big-
gest ambition is to play for England. I have been regularly and 
consistently contributing to the club - bowling and batting well 
- and captained the colts and coached the under-15s.” 

Chairman Stephen Spencer-Jones said: “He was picked as 
quite simply he is the best colt we have in the club. He is the 
only colt who has played in our first eleven so his talent has 
even been recognised by the senior section of the club.” 

Ramesh, who died in 2017, was a former board member of 
the cricket club. His legacy, which was arranged through 
Maidenhead Rotary Club, has also helped buy a new electronic 
scoreboard for the cricket club.  

Bursary in memory of Ramesh Kapur provides extra training for rising cricket star 

Charity making a difference on so many levels 
DID you ever stop to wonder what hap-
pens to those half-used little bottles of 
toiletries and soap bars you leave behind 
in a hotel room? 

Well, thanks to the efforts of Holyport
-based charity Clean Conscience, many of 
them are recycled and used to help disad-
vantaged people in the UK and abroad. 

And through its work the charity also 
helps people with learning disabilities and 
protects the environment, explained found-
er Gwen Powell when she was a recent 
guest speaker of Maidenhead Rotary Club.  

Clean Conscience is the only organisa-
tion in the UK certified to help the hospi-
tality industry recycle some of the70 mil-
lion bars of soap and 200 million travel-
sized toiletries that go to waste from hotels 
every year. 

The charity, which has been going for 
six years, works with 40 four and five-star 
hotels that between them have about 
12,000 rooms. 

Upon arrival at Clean Conscience, the 
toiletries are sterilised and sorted by type 

and brand. Volunteers with learning disa-
bilities then drain the half-used toiletries, 
like body wash and shampoo, into bigger 
bottles. 

“The value our volunteers see from 
this is so fulfilling and satisfying. They 
understand they are making a difference, it 
builds confidence and helps give them 
purpose,” said Gwen. 

The repurposed toiletries are then dis-
tributed to those who need them most in 
the UK through food banks, baby banks 
and homeless charities. They are also sent 
abroad where access to hygiene can pre-
vent child deaths while some bars of soap 
are turned into soap powder and sent to a 
women’s project in Sierra Leone which 
sells them to generate income.  

Clean Conscience supports 37 chari-
ties in the UK, two in Africa and seven 
orphanages and day care centres in Lithua-
nia. Toiletries are also sent to refugee 
camps in Europe and further afield.  

To eliminate waste containers filled 
with liquid soap sent abroad are reused as 

water carriers once they are empty, while 
in the UK the original toiletry bottles are 
either recycled or burned in an incinerator 
equipped with air scrubbers to produce 
clean power. 

The Covid-19 pandemic saw many 
hotels close due to a lack of international 
travel, interrupting the usual work of 
Clean Conscience. But the charity was 
able to turn its attention to recycling the 
contents of five-star hotels being refur-
bished. 

“I have never said no to anything,” 
said Gwen. “Coffee trays were turned into 
blackboards for pupils to write on in Sierra 
Leone, curtains were repurposed as day 
beds for use also in Africa, and we sent six 
lorries to Lithuania.  

“We think we improved the lives of 
20,000 people and it also helped us raise 
enough money to keep going for 16 
months.” 

For more information about Clean 
Conscience see https://
cleanconscience.org.uk/ 

Rotary Matters: Club News 

Colt of the year Devash Bikhan receives his bursary from Rotary 

Club President Martin Trepte. 

https://cleanconscience.org.uk/
https://cleanconscience.org.uk/
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Boost for two sustainable 
Zimbabwe school projects 
Partnership with charity aims to help communities break the cycle of poverty 

Rotary Matters: International News 

A PARTNERSHIP between Maidenhead 
Rotary Club and a Reading charity has 
boosted projects at two primary schools 
in Zimbabwe.  

The first, a poultry breeding initia-
tive at the Cheza Primary School in 
Dombashawe, has expanded following 
extra support from the club.  

Initially it had funded the purchase 
of 200 Sasso chickens for children to 
raise. Money from the sale of eggs boost-
ed school funds and also helped poor 
families pay school fees.  

Now a further £500 donation from 
the club has funded the purchase of solar
-powered incubators to allow the school 
to expand the project by also rearing 
guinea fowl and ducks.  

Rotarian John Hudson said: “The 
eggs are sold to assist the school’s fi-
nances and to give the children a project 
to be involved in. The school and chil-
dren are very committed to the project 
and it provides added interest to the 
school day.” 

A second primary school is hoping to 
hear the patter of tiny trotters from a pig -
breeding project made possible by Maid-
enhead Rotary Club. 

Earlier this year, the club donated 
£500 for the Chitakatira Primary School, 

in Mutare, to kick-start the initiative 
which had stalled during the pandemic. 
Financial difficulties forced the sale of 
all its pigs with the exception of one 
sow. 

The donation was used to buy a new 
boar to give the school a breeding 

pair.  No piglets have yet been produced 
but the school is hopeful it will see its 
first new arrivals in December.  

The aim is to establish a pig-
breeding business with the income it 
earns used to cover the salaries of auxil-
iary teaching staff not paid by the gov-
ernment.  

John Hudson said: “The school is 
very enthusiastic about this project and 
keen for it to succeed.” 

Both projects are run by Reading-
based charity Creating Better Futures, 
which aims to lift children in Zimbabwe 
out of poverty through education and 
sustainable agricultural schemes.   

Rotarians renew commitment to eradicating polio 
WORLD Polio Day on Sunday, October 24 
saw Rotarians around the world mark the 
historic progress toward a polio-free world 
and renew their commitment to eradicating 
the vaccine-preventable disease once and 
for all. 

When Rotary and its partners launched 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative in 
1988, there were 350,000 cases of the par-
alyzing disease in 125 countries every 
year. Today, polio cases have been re-
duced by 99.9 percent, and just two coun-
tries continue to report cases of wild po-
liovirus: Afghanistan and Pakistan. Rotary 
remains committed to the end.  

With polio nearly eradicated, Rotary 
and its partners aim to sustain this pro-
gress and continue to reach every child 
with the polio vaccine. Without full fund-

ing and political commitment, this paralys-
ing disease could return to polio-free 
countries, putting children everywhere at 
risk. 

Rotary has committed to raising 
US$50 million each year to support global 
polio eradication efforts. The Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation has pledged to 
match that 2-to-1, for a total yearly contri-
bution of $150 million. 

Rotary has contributed more than $2.2 
billion to ending polio, including thou-
sands of pounds donated by Maidenhead 
Rotary Club. Volunteers from the club 
have also travelled to India to help in vac-
cine programmes. 

Visit https://endpolio.org/  to learn 
more about Rotary and the fight to eradi-
cate polio. 

The sale of eggs boosts Cheza school 

funds and its poultry-breeding project 

has been expanded to include ducks 

and guinea fowl (right). 

https://endpolio.org/
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Rotary Matters: International News 

A lifeline in the pandemic 

SINCE the start of our relation-
ship in 2012 with Aarti Home 
and School in Kadapa, Southern 
India, the Rotary Club of Maid-
enhead has been impressed by 
their tireless work in rescuing 
babies, girls and young women 
from abuse and abandonment, 
simply due to their gender.   

Aarti gives these children a 
home, an education and oppor-
tunities to become independent, 
self-supporting adults, who are 
now proving themselves to be 
valued members of society.  

As the Covid pandemic has 
swept through India, the Rotary 
Club has continued to support 
Aarti in its endeavours to help 
its local community by making 
hygiene awareness banners, 
sanitation packs, Covid patient 
kits, and assembling food par-
cels for the most disadvantaged 
families.   

They have also been mak-
ing face masks for frontline 
workers, while also adhering to 
home-schooling and supporting 
children, who live with their 
parents, but have little food and 

no means of learning at home. 
While carrying out this 

work, which has had an enor-
mous impact upon the sur-
rounding community, the huge 
Covid wave has increased and 
continued to devastate India.   

Far away from any major 
city, with poor access to medi-
cal aid, Kadapa has struggled to 
cope.   

Aarti, with its existing in-
frastructure and capabilities, 
started an appeal to try to find 
oxygen to save lives in the wid-

er local area, where recorded 
cases had already exceeded 
78,000. 

In May of this year, we 
were pleased to be able to con-
tribute to the Operation Oxygen 
Kadapa campaign, which suc-
cessfully raised enough money 
to bring 107 Oxygen Concen-
trators to the district and to 
build two Pressure Swing Ad-
sorption Plants in this hard-hit 
region.  

These plants are sufficient 
to provide oxygen for 250 

Covid beds. This was a wonder-
ful achievement, but the charity 
did not stop there! Despite their 
own limited circumstances and 
seeing the widespread suffering 
that Covid has brought to the 
population, the children, young 
people and adults at Aarti have 
increased their efforts to help 
others in need. 

As a result, they have initi-
ated a programme to help chil-
dren orphaned by Covid.  

Loss of lives and liveli-
hoods have had an untold im-
pact on children in the region, 
not only those who have lost 
their parents, but also those 
whose parents struggle with the 
physical or mental capacity to 
care for their children, leaving 
them open to neglect and 
abuse.  

Aarti has now started a pro-
gramme to rescue orphaned 
children from hunger, neglect 
and abuse and to work with 
social workers to ensure their 
needs are met in safety and they 
are housed and guided into ap-
propriate schooling or educa-
tion. 

Maidenhead Rotary Club is 
proud to support Aarti in its 
amazing work. 

The Aarti children’s home tirelessly works to protect its community from Covid-19 

107 oxygen concentrators arriving at Aarti to help battle Covid. 

Special report by  

Lindsey Allen 

Aarti rescues children from hunger, neglect and abuse. 



14  

14 

Rotary Matters: Environment News 

Club supports End Plastic 
Soup Thames clean-up 
Members of eight Rotary Clubs team up with community groups for river project 

President passes half-way mark in 1000-mile run 

MEMBERS of Maidenhead Rotary Club 
supported a River Thames clean-up in 
Sonning on Sunday, October 17, organised 
by Winnersh and Binfield Rotary and Hen-
ley Rotary. 

Rotarians from a total of eight clubs 
took part, along with volunteers from the 
village and environmental groups. Teams 
picked litter along the towpaths while oth-
ers fished litter out of the river from boats 
from the Thames River Rescue Service. 

Organiser Rotarian Kate Hodges said: 
“The event was part of the Rotary clubs’ 
commitment to the End Plastic Soup cam-
paign, which seeks to stop plastic from 
polluting our canals and rivers and being 
washed out to sea.  

“We did prevent some plastic from 
becoming micro-plastics! 

“Cleaning up locally is just a start. 
Rotary clubs and the End Plastic Soup ini-

tiative are committed to ending plastic 
waste by 2050. Several Rotary clubs from 
the Thames Valley came to show their 
pledge to the environment.” 

Another event is planned for the 
Spring which will see Rotary clubs along 
the Thames litter-picking their stretches of 
the river and its tributaries.  

Maidenhead Rotary Club president 
Martin Trepte, who joined in the effort 
with wife Amel and fellow club member 
Sue Dutton, said: “It was a great event 
which really highlighted how effective 
Rotary is when working together to tackle 
a problem. 

“A huge amount of litter was collected 
from the River and its banks. Amel and I 
even found a shopping trolley, which was 
actually pretty handy as by then our bags 
were filled with rubbish and getting quite 
heavy.” 

Amel and Martin with the trolley. 

CLUB president Martin Trepte 
has passed the half-way mark  
in his 1000-mile run in aid of  
the UNICEF Yemen Crisis  
Appeal. 

Martin set himself the chal-
lenge for his presidential year 
and after just 19 weeks has 
clocked up - at time of going to 
press - 556 miles.  

He has also so far raised 
£2,191 for UNICEF. 

To get the maximum benefit 

from his challenge Martin is also 
picking up litter as he runs in 
support of the Rotary End Plastic 
Soup initiative. 

He said: “Yemen is the 
world’s worst man-made human-
itarian crisis where more than 
12 million children are under 
threat from the dangers of war, 
disease and hunger, and lack 
 access to clean water, sanitation 
and basic healthcare – 
all priority areas for Rotary.”  

He added: “I’d like to say an 
enormous thank you to everyone 
who has been so incredibly gen-
erous in their support for me so 
far.” 

Back home Martin’s litter 
efforts also yield a weekly haul 
of rubbish, much of which can  
thankfully be recycled.  

You can follow Martin’s 
progress and support his efforts 
at: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/martin-trepte 

https://www.facebook.com/Endplasticsoup/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0NFRRaX3q3XwnU1KpO-4JOVSo6T0gJ9UZm4zjUHaHvCHn6l6jjd6OlUoTGhUy-Q3fZX1IvC9CxKOYNDQp6QK7Z52rfH2jXjwPht1-WNGglWKi629yCqt4O9-DVb7aWLXk7zcOTmk_MhoNI7jv1LfCNqLWwhj5woUEEw3AelnHnw&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/martin-trepte
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/martin-trepte

